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Above: Visually impaired John Muir students make 

a ‘willow dome’ 

Below: discovering ‘the elements’ with students at 

Freshfield Dune Heath 
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Plantlife is concerned with the growing 
disconnection between children and nature – a 
problem which has been termed 'Nature-deficit 
disorder'. Having secured a major grant from 
Big Lottery Fund, in May 2013 Plantlife 
launched its We’re in the Wild project, in the 
North West, an area of severe deprivation.  

We would like to thank the Nineveh Trust for 
contributing a grant of £10,000 (in May 2015) 
to the We’re In the Wild project – for the 
Young Wardens Award programme.  

In order to achieve a Young Warden’s Award 
participants are challenged to undertake 
tailored opportunities such as practical 
conservation, wildlife identification, surveying 
and finding out about environmental jobs. The programme enhances the 
leadership and risk assessment skills of young people to inspire and guide 
others to utilise their outdoor environment. It also gives them an 
opportunity to move on to gain the more challenging ‘John Muir 
Environmental Award’. This programme is being offered to groups with 
special needs, giving them an opportunity to visit their park more 
frequently.  

The We’re in the Wild project this year has, to date, run 8 Young Warden/ 
John Muir Award programmes with the Academy of St. Francis of Assisi 
(PRU) in Liverpool, Clarence High School (ABU) in Formby, Lansbury Bridge SEN School in St. 
Helens, Mill Green SEN School in St. Helens, Palmerston SEN School in Liverpool and St. Vincent’s 
School for Sensory Impairment and Other Needs in Liverpool. We are very pleased to report that a 
total of 76 young people have achieved the award (against a target of 30). 

Perhaps the key thing we would like to report is the remarkable positive impact this work can 
have for young people who often come from disadvantaged backgrounds and who may feel 
marginalised. 

One of the visually impaired students wrote a (Braille) letter about her experiences during the 
John Muir Award: 
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 SEN students playing natural charades 

to discover Calderstones Park 

‘The Liverpool John Muir Award consists of outdoor exploring; I really enjoyed it because I like 
anything to do with nature. Due to my visual impairment I like to do tactile activities and use my 
other senses including my listening skills, touch, smell and taste. I was able to make my own 
perfume with leaves, plants and petals, which I really enjoyed. 

It was totally inspiring and it’s good that people take the time and enjoy helping visually 
impaired young people to achieve new tasks.’ 

We received the following feedback from a teaching coordinator: 

‘Excellent organised lessons, individualised to the need of our pupils, lessons were very 
informative and interesting, excellent relationship with pupils. We would love to have the team 
back as our pupils fully enjoyed the experience and gained more social skills and learned so much 
about wild life and what's going on in their area. ’ 

The programmes have helped to develop partnerships with 
neighbouring schools, friends of park groups and ranger 
services through habitat creation, invasive species control 
and cleansing.  

The Academy of St. Francis of Assisi partnered on several 
occasions with TreeHouse, a local community group 
dedicated to the preservation and conservation of 
Newsham Park, assisting with bulb planting, tree planting 
and wild flower habitat creation.  

After creating posters with Mill Green School to encourage 
their local community to clean up after their dogs, St. 
Helen’s Council Dog Wardens asked to thank the students 
for their contribution. ‘Once your children have put them 
in the park, we would like to visit the school and say thank 
you to the kids for their hard work. Would this be OK?’ 

After undertaking the John Muir Award with both Lansbury 
Bridge and Mill Green SEN School, Anne Faulkner ran a 
We’re in the Wild day at Gaskell Park where both schools 
(who are just across the road from each other) were invited 
and ran their favourite activities for the other school. The 
groups integrated brilliantly through the morning. The schools have planned to continue the 
partnership after the award.  

Teacher feedback after the award included:- 

‘The activities were age appropriate, very interactive and for our children with sensory needs 
had lots of sensory aspects too. This was all down to Anne Faulkner who differentiated the 
sessions accordingly.’  

‘Our children have increased confidence in their personal abilities through completing tasks and 
activities. They have been able to transfer skills learnt in a classroom to other areas and 
activities.’ 

For further information please see project website: http://www.wildaboutplants.org.uk/ 


